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{ pointment  of retired Vice
.Adm William F. (Red) Ra-
i'born Jr. to head the Central

'I/ntelhggg-c-gm Agency WO
endorsement of

toutspoken
! House Armed Serv1ces Com-

i mittee Chairman ‘L. Mendel"

Capitol Hill,

Rivers Monday.
© And across
. President Johnson’s sclection
. of the 59-year-old “father’’ of
" the Polaris missile system. as

" head of the super-secret agen- -

| ¢y won at least the mild ap-
:proval of Sen. Strom Thur-

mond, a member of the Sen- .

+ate Armed Services panel.
i Raborn, who is well known
iin Charleston, where he has

WASHINGTON — The ap-

the” Polaris system, was
named by Mr. Johnson Sun-

day afternoon to succeed John
‘A, McCone, West ‘Coast indus-

trialist who has held the post

since 1961.

Rivers, who 1ong has been
closely : associated with Ra-
born, both officially and per-

; sonally, hailed the President’s

“wisdom” in selecting the re-
tired admiral and predicted

*that the nation would beneflt .

from it.
He also had praise for Ra—

‘born’s willingness to give up

the vice presidency of Aerojet
General Corporation, one of
the nation’s largest : defense
confractors, to come back to

' Washington.
i been a frequent visitor be-
' cause of hlS connectxon w1th' :

The Texas native had re-
tlred { om ‘the Navy in" Sep-

tomber, 1963, after having
served as deputy chief of Nav-
al Operations for Research.
Rivers said his great de-
light in Raborn’s appointment

to head the vast and far-flung

CIA complex, the nations prin-
cipal intelligence - gathering
network and at the same time

a covert foreign policy instru- .

ment, was summed up in this
telegram he sent the admiral:

“My sincerest congratula-
tions on your appointment as
head of the CIA..No appoint-
ment to any high position has

pleased me more. I know that

the entire membership of the
House Armed Services Com-
mittee joins me in extending
you not only a ‘pledge for
fullest cooperation, but "also
hearty endorsement of your

“The President is to be con-:

ratulated on_the wisdom of -

is choice and the nation will
he the beneficiary of it !
know this is a great personal |
sacrifice .on your part, for you:
‘have already contributed far.
more than your share to the'
greatness of this nation,

. “Thank you for acceptmg}
-this new and tremendous re-
sponsibility.” i

Thurmond, who rarely finds |
himself even in lukewarml
agreement with any actions of |
the present administration,l
was far less enthusiastic in
his reaction o the Raborn
appointment. But he said, off |
the cuff and without giving
the question intensive study,
that he thought the retxredl
-admlral’s se ectlon to head
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